The present editorship of the Canadian Journal of Occupational Therapy (CJOT) was initiated with a strategic planning exercise designed to set the course for its 5-year term. Accordingly, in February 2011, the CJOT editorial board articulated a vision and mission for the journal and identified five strategic priorities:
Vision: To advance occupational therapy globally Mission: To provide a forum for leading-edge scholarship that advances occupational therapy practice, education, and policy Strategic Priorities: SP1. Increase the desirability to submit influential/highcalibre papers to CJOT. SP2. Increase the scientific rigour of reviews. SP3. Ensure appropriate resources and processes are in place to the support the journal. SP4. Promote the journal for the advancement of occupational therapy. SP5. Ensure transparent and comprehensive communication.
At the Canadian Association of Occupational Therapists (CAOT) conference this past summer, the CJOT board held a strategic review meeting with a view to making a ''course correction.'' This correction was deemed necessary in light of the progress that had been made over the past 3 years, particularly with respect to SP3, the strategic priority given the greatest attention at first as it was felt that all else hinged on it. Acting on SP3 resulted in the bold step of outsourcing journal production to SAGE Publications. The journal's association with SAGE has proven to be extremely beneficial to the journal and its editorial team. It has served to ensure the appropriate resources are in place to support all aspects of the work of the journal from author submission, through review, to journal production and distribution. Further, it has served to open up new possibilities, especially for dissemination of the work of our authors, nationally and internationally. Importantly, it has created the opportunity for the editorial team to refocus its attention. Accordingly, the decision at the strategic review was to undertake a course correction and focus our attention on issues of quality and reach.
New Vision: To be a high-quality scholarly journal that is at the forefront of the science of occupational therapy and a destination journal for the top scholars in the field, globally New Mission: To provide a forum for leading-edge occupational therapy scholarship that advances theory, practice, research, and policy
Over the next year, a number of initiatives will be undertaken to strengthen the quality of the journal and focus its reach. These initiatives will take two forms: enhancing the quality of the papers published and sharpening our focus on the science of occupational therapy.
Enhancing Our Quality
Three quality initiatives are being undertaken to support our reviewers and authors in improving the quality of the papers that are published in CJOT: new reporting guidelines, use of iThenticate, and increased authors' and reviewers' support. As well, the Golden Quill Award will be given increased prominence.
New Reporting Guidelines
In 2014, CJOT joined 27 other journals in agreeing to ''take a more aggressive stance on the use of reporting guidelines'' (Chan, Heinemann, & Roberts, 2014, p. 72 ) by implementing their use to help improve the quality of disability and rehabilitation research. In their April 2014 CJOT guest editorial, Chan and colleagues (2014) argued that good reporting is essential and, in fact, an ''obligation and responsibility'' (Altman, 2008, p. 72 ) of journals and their authors to ensure the publication of the highest-quality disability and rehabilitation research. Reporting guidelines provide authors with a template for what information to include in what sections of an article to allow for more complete reporting. For CJOT, the implementation of these reporting guidelines will take effect in January 2015 in the form of a checklist for all manuscripts submitted to CJOT. These checklists will add a new step to the submission process. This step is not meant to be a burden to authors but rather to act as an aid in producing a stronger and more complete manuscript (Chan et al., 2014) . General information and links to specific reporting guidelines can be found on the EQUATOR (Enhancing the Quality and Transparency of Health Research) Network (n.d.) website. CJOT will be creating checklists following a number of reporting guidelines, including CON-SORT, PRISMA, COREQ, and ENTREQ, for authors to use as part of their submission process. With the creation and implementation of the checklist, the CJOT author guidelines will be updated to reflect this step as well as to clarify other aspects of the submission process that are often missed or scantly executed. The full versions of the author guidelines will be available on the CAOT website under Professional Development > Publications and Periodics; brief versions will be available on the CJOT SAGE site at http://www.sagepub.com/ journals/Journal202151/manuscriptSubmission.
iThenticate
In January 2015, we will be implementing the random use of iThenticate, plagiarism detection software. With increased focus on plagiarism in the media and with academic writing, we feel that the use of iThenticate will support us in maintaining the highest standards of integrity and quality of CJOT. More information on preventing plagiarism and the provision of accurate attributions will be provided in the coming months.
Increased Support for Authors and Reviewers
As more occupational therapists-clinicians, researchers, and academics-undertake research initiatives and the number of submissions to CJOT continues to rise, we feel that more support for authors and reviewers is required to further increase the quality of CJOT manuscripts. To respond to this need, we will be hosting a preconference workshop-with the possibly of this being a yearly event-and adding support documents/tutorials to our website to outline changes to the CJOT process and provide tips on creating strong manuscripts.
CAOT preconference workshop. At the 2015 CAOT conference in Winnipeg, members of the CJOT editorial team will be hosting a preconference workshop for authors and reviewers on Wednesday afternoon before the conference opening. We have decided to hold one combined workshop to discuss the key changes that CJOT has undergone over the past couple of years and challenges that are common to authors and reviewers. English and French workshops will be held simultaneously to allow our authors and reviewers to attend the session in their preferred language. More information will be made available once the conference details are finalized. Support documents/tutorials. Over the next few months, we will be creating new documents and updating existing author guidelines to provide more support for authors as well as reviewers. These documents will appear on the CAOT website with possible links from our CJOT SAGE site.
Golden Quill Award
Created during Dr. Marcia Finlayson's term as editor in chief, the Golden Quill Award was established to honour highquality, scholarly manuscripts. Awarded yearly, the nominations for the Golden Quill are received until early February (see http://www.caot.ca/default.asp?pageid¼3912). We encourage the Canadian occupational therapy community to support its authors by nominating high-quality manuscripts for this award. These top-quality papers will now be given further prominence by appearing as a listing under the Editor's Choice on the CJOT website at http://www.cjotrce.com.
Sharpening Our Focus
Three ''sharpening'' initiatives are being undertaken to clearly establish the science of occupational therapy as the focus of the journal: publication of randomized controlled trial (RCT) protocols, regular invited state-of-the-art-and-science papers, and a delimitation of our focus to the science of occupational therapy, away from educational research.
RCT Protocols
Over the past year, we have slowly trialed submissions of occupation-based/occupational RCT protocols, with two being accepted and published in this issue: Best et al. (2014) and Kessler et al. (2014) . We are hoping to encourage more occupational therapy researchers to submit their RCT protocols to CJOT for review. We have created a dedicated submission process on our submission website with a specialized checklist based on the CONSORT reporting guidelines. In addition, manuscripts submitted under this category must be an RCT protocol, adhere to CONSORT guidelines, be in progress with no further changes to the protocol, have proof of ethics approval for all locations involved, provide funding information, and have the protocol registered.
State of the Art and Science
Beginning in 2015, experts will be invited to submit manuscripts capturing the ''state of the art and science'' in current key or upcoming areas of occupational therapy research. This initiative is especially geared for practitioners who, pressed for time, would value an expert overview of the latest and best information available in an area. Different from review articles, these papers will be written by acknowledged experts, invited to do so by the editor in chief, to capture the breadth of a specific topic area, for example, ethical issues in occupational therapy practice, technology and aging, or stroke and occupational participation. Everyone is invited to submit topic suggestions and nominations of key individuals or groups to author papers for consideration by the editor in chief, who will invite experts.
Delimiting Our Focus: Moving Away From Education-Focused Research
As is said again and again, occupational therapy is extremely broad. Improving quality and reach necessitates a sharpening of focus on issues of central importance and a delimiting of focus to reflect the available expertise. While research on the education of occupational therapists is ultimately important to improving the quality of our publications and of our work, it is just that: research on education. The CJOT editorial board recognizes there is a unique and specific expertise underlying educational research and acknowledges that we do not have sufficient critical mass to support quality work in this area. Accordingly, as of January 2015, we will no longer be accepting submission of education-focused research. We strongly urge occupational therapy education researchers to submit their work to journals focused on professional education and/or to coalesce, globally, to launch an international journal of occupational therapy education research.
